Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 
PAGE 01 STATE 115567 
12 

ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 INSE-00 SSO-00 SS-15 L-02 SR-02 ORM-01 

PRS-01 SCA-01 VO-03 NSC-05 NSCE-00 INR-07 INRE-00 

CIAE-00 NSAE-00 DODE-00 FBIE-00 SY-05 /055 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/SOV:FMISCH:SB 
APPROVED BY EUR/SOV:MGARRISON 

066568 

O R 170001Z MAY 75 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 
INEO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 1 15567 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CGEN, UR, US 

SUBJECT: ASYLUM REQUEST BY SOVIET CREWMAN 

1. DEPARTMENT NOTIEIED BY INS MAY 16 THAT CREWMEMBER OF 
SOVIET RESEARCH VESSEL DMITRIY MEDELEYEV, VYACHESLAV A. 
KOVALEV, HAD REQUESTED POLITICAL ASYLUM OF US AUTHORITIES 
IN HONOLULU, HAWAII. MENDELEYEV HAS BEEN ON JOINT RESEARCH 
CRUISE WITH US SCIENTISTS. 

2. INS HAS INFORMED DEPARTMENT THAT KOVALEV IS IN SALE 
CUSTODY AND WILL REMAIN SO UNTIL ASYLUM REQUEST ACTED UPON. 

3. SOVIET CONSULAR OEFICER FROM CONGEN SAN FRANCISCO HAS 
FLOWN TO HONOLULU WITHOUT RECEIVING DEPARTMENT PERMISSION, 
AND HAS ATTEMPTED TO ARRANGE CONFRONTATION WITH KOVALEV. 
KOVALEV IS REPORTEDLY NOT INTERESTED IN SPEAKING TO SOVIET 
OEFICIAL AT THIS TIME. AS IN PREVIOUS CASES, DEPARTMENT 
WOULD PLAN TO FOLLOW NORMAL PROCEDURE AND ALLOW SOVIET 
CONSULAR OEFICER TO INTERVIEW KOVALEV IN PRESENCE OF SOV 
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